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Monday, October 26, 1998 
A Newsletter for the 
GRANDVALLEY 
STATE UN I VERSITY 
Community 
Volume 23, Number 13 
GVSU Signs Agreement with German University 
For Water Resource Management Studies 
It's no t only Michigan automakers (WAREM) is the first of these programs Great Lakes through the Water Resources 
forming mergers with the ir counter- they have set up. " Institute was a big drawing card. 
parts in Germany. Now GVSU and the The WAREM program is new, and "Exchange programs for graduate 
Unive rsity of Stuttgart have signed an the agreement with GVSU is the second science students are uncommon," says 
agreement that will a llow exchanges o ne with a unive rsity in the United Brenda Robinson, dean o f Inte rnational 
of students in water resources man- States , following the University of Affairs. "It's exciting to provide this 
agement programs. Ca lifornia . The program also has partner opportunity for GVSU students, since 
The agreeme nt was signed this institutions in Canada, China , Japa n, participatio n in a program such as this 
summe r by Douglas Kindschi , dean of and France, and negotiations with othe r will enhance employment opportunities 
the schools in Tha iland , Singapore , and for a lifetime. " 
Science Italy. Kindschi says that with groundwater 
and The agreement w ith Grand Va lley becoming a hot issue, graduates of such 
Mathemat- w ill a llow GVSU graduates to pursue a program would likely work in 
ics master's degrees in the WAREM pro- deve loping countries on designing and 
Division, gram at Stuttgart. In turn, the University of engineering purification and sanitatio n 
when he Stuttgart will send some students to GVSU systems. In developed countries, such 
went to to complete a mandato1y water quality scientists will like ly focus o n processing 
see resea rch assignment in a non-German- sewage and othe r groundwater issues. 
firsthand 
Doug Kindschi 
some of 
the 
programs 
at the 
German 
university. 
He calls 
the University of Stuttgart "the M.l.T. 
of Germany" for its more than 150 
specia lized resea rch institutions on 
campus and the ir affiliation w ith 
national resea rch facilities . He says the 
student and faculty exchange agree-
me nt is part of a new effo rt on the 
part o f the University of Stuttgart to 
look beyond the German borde rs . 
"The Unive rsity of Stuttgart has 
made a majo r commitment to interna-
tionalize its programs," Kindschi says. 
"And since more people in the world 
- especia lly in the sciences - know 
English versus German , they are 
setting up a number of master's 
degree programs that w ill be taught in 
Engl ish. The Wate r 
Resources and Engineer-
ing Ma nagement 
speaking counay. Kindschi says the Kindschi expects the first stude nts to 
opportunity to study water quality in the participate in the new exchange 
agreeme nt in the fa ll of 1999. 
Across Campus 
GVSU Hosts ALSAME 
Conference 
Nearly 300 Latino students from west 
Michigan high schools and Michiga n 
colleges gathe red for a confe rence o n 
the Grand Va lley 
campus on October 10, 
as part o f Grand 
Va lley's celebration of 
National Hispanic 
Heritage Month. The 
conference, Advocates 
for Latino Student 
Adva nceme nt in 
Michigan Ed ucatio n, o r 
ALSAME - Spanish for 
"li ft me up," was 
sponso red by the 
Latino Student Union 
and Minority Affairs 
Office. 
The focus of the confe re nce, accord-
ing to Eduardo Sanchez, assistant 
director of Minority Affairs, was to get 
students into college and help them 
sta y the re until d1ey grad uate. 
continued on page 4 
The GVSU Forum is 
published by the Office of 
University Communications 
every Monday w hen classes are 
in session and biweek ly during 
the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send 
publication items to Kath leen 
Adams, editor, c/ o the FORUM 
cc:Mail box. From off campus, 
emai l forum@gvsu.edu. 
Telephone: 616-895-2221. Fax: 
616-895-2250. Visit FORUM 
ONLINE on the World Wide Web 
at: www.gvsu.edu/ 
Faculty and staff members 
can find an online "Sketches" 
submiss ion form on the Web Site. 
Coming Events 
School of Education 
Fall Lecture Series Continues 
On October 29 
The School of Education "Fall Lecture 
Series" continues on Thursday, October 29, 
when Stephen L. Talbott speaks at the 
Eberhard Center. The lecture, which begins 
at 7:30 p.m. , is free and open to the public. 
Author of 
the book 
The Future 
Does Not 
Compute: 
Transcend-
ing the 
Machines in 
Our Midst, 
Talbott 
warns that 
computer 
technology, 
especially 
the Internet, Stephen Talbott is causing 
people to become half-conscio us in logic 
and communication and to ignore the true 
human nature. 
2 
A fina l lecture is scheduled for November 5. 
Call the School of Education office, x2091 , 
for more information. 
Study Abroad Fair Planned 
The Office of Internationa l Affairs is 
sponsoring their annual Study Abroad Fair on 
Thursday, October 29, from 10 a .m.-3 p.m. in 
the Kirkhof Center. Information wi ll be 
available on GVSU study abroad programs, 
other organizations sponsoring programs, 
and financial aid . Faculty members, past 
study abroad participants, international 
exchange students, and International Affairs 
staff will be on hand to answer questions. 
For more information ca ll x3898. 
Arts at Noon Concert 
Features Flutist 
Christopher Kantner wi ll perform a 
concert on Friday, Octobe r 30, at 12 noon, 
as part of the Arts at Noon Series. A mem-
ber of the Grand Rapids Symphony Orches-
tra , Kantner is also very well known for his 
solo and chamber music recitals . He will be 
assisted by pianist Julianne Vanden Wyn-
gaard, associate professor of Music. 
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
Richard Jelier, assistant professor of 
Public and Nonprofit Administration , 
presented a poster session at the American 
Political Science Association annual meeting 
in Boston, titled "Lessons from the UK: Fifty 
Years of Land Use Planning and Green Belt 
Po licy as a Response to Urban Sprawl." 
Rosa Fernandez-Levin, associate professor 
of Modern Languages and Literatures, 
presented a paper, titled "Return to Iconog-
raphy: The Visual Text in Laura Esquivel 's 
'La ley de! amor,"' at the Inte rnational 
Symposium of Literature held in Madrid , 
Spain. Fernandez-Levin also presided over a 
session titled "La literatura Americana de fin 
de siglo. " The event was held under the 
auspices of King Juan Carlos de Borbon, the 
Instituto Cultural Hispanico, the Universidad 
Complutense, and the Institute of Foreign 
Affairs. 
Dan Royer, assistant professor of English, 
and Roger Gilles, associate professor of 
English , are co-authors of the article, 
"Directed Self-Placement: An Attitude of 
Orientation," which was published in the 
September issue of College Composition and 
Communication. 
CliffWelch, associate professor of Histo,y 
and Latin American Studies coordinator, 
published an article, titled "Worlds Apart: 
Neoliberalism's Rural Refugees Sow Seeds of 
Transformation," in the September edition of 
Connection to the Americas. 
Assistant Professors of Criminal Justice 
Kristine Mullendore, Bruce Bikle, and James 
David Ballard, Linda Rynbrandt, assistant 
professor of Anthropology and Sociology, and 
the Grand Rapids Bar Association recently 
published a repo1t on diversity issues relative 
to the legal profession in west Michigan. The 
repon details findings from a study of local 
legal organizations and the ir effo1ts to 
diversify the Grand Rapids legal work force . 
The electronic version of the repon is 
available at www.grbar.org/drepo1t.htrn. 
continued on page 3 
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Faculty and Staff Sketches 
continued from page 2 
John Constantelos, assistant professor 
of Political Science, presented a paper, 
titled "The Political Party - Interest 
Group Connection in Italy," at the 
annual meeting of the American 
Political Science Association in Bosto n. 
Roger Hunt, assistant professor of 
Anthropology and Sociology, conducted 
demonstrations with two fourth-grade 
classes at Aberdeen Technology and 
Math Academy in Grand Rapids, on the 
link between lake-effect climate and 
west Michigan 's fruit-growing region. 
David Fideler, visiting instructor of 
Philosophy, was awa rded a Ph.D. in 
Philosophy and the Histo1y of Science 
and Cosmology by Union Institute . 
Fide l er edito r of Alexandria: A Journal 
q/ Cos:nology, Philosophy, Myth, and 
Culture, also had four pieces for piano 
and strings performed at Trinity United 
Methodist Church . 
Ann Inman, assistant director of 
Student Life , was the keynote speake r 
at Aquinas College's Club and Organi-
zation In-service . Her address was titled 
"Leadership and Communication. " 
William J. Neal , professor of Geology, 
is co-author and co-edito r of The North 
Carolina Shore and Its Ba rrier Islands: 
Restless Ribbons of Sand, which was 
published in September by Duke 
University Press . This 23rd volume in 
the Living with the Shore series updates 
barrier island risk mapping as a basis 
for haza rd mitigation in the Carolinas . 
Frances B. McCrea, associate profes-
sor of Sociology, gave a presentation , 
titled "Genocide, Modernity , and Nation 
State Formation," at the annual meeting 
of the Society for the Study of Socia l 
Problems in San Francisco. 
Kurt Thompson, resea rch associate at 
the R.B. Annis Water Resources Insti-
tute, gave a presentation about ground-
water to 500 sixth graders at the 
Scottvi le Engine Club's Educa tio n Day 
in Mason County. 
Sanjay Ahuja, assistant professor of 
Compute r Science and Information 
Systems, had a pape r, "COMNET III : A 
Network Simulation Environment for a 
Course in Communications Networks ," 
accepted for the Frontiers in Education 
'98 Conference. The conference, co-
sponsored by the Institute of Electrical 
and Electronics Engineers and the 
American Society for Engineering 
Education, will be held in Tempe, 
Arizona. Ahuja received a grant from 
GVSU's Teaching and Learning Center 
to attend . The pape r is published on-
line in the conference proceedings at 
http:// www.was.asu. edu/ -asufc/ confer-
ence/ frames/ 
In the News 
Richard Ryan , from the Washingto n 
Bureau of the Detroit News, inte1viewed 
William Baum, p rofessor of Political 
Science, for an October 5 article about 
the impeachment process . 
In the October 6 issue of the Wall 
Street Journal, Scott Richardson, 
assistant vice president for Human 
Resources, was quoted about GVSU's 
effort to diversify its fa culty and staff by 
including African-American churches 
among its contacts. 
Gerald Simons, assistant professor of 
Economics, was inte rviewed by the 
Grand Rapids Press about the impact of 
the Asian economic crisis on west 
Michigan on September 17. Simons was 
also inte1v iewed by WOOD-TV 8 on 
Octobe r 15 on how a national recession 
might affect west Michigan businesses. 
New Grand Valley Associates 
David Billings, visiting professor of 
Philosophy. Former positions: instructor 
at Northern Illinois University. Degrees 
earned: B.A. from Wheaton College; 
M.A. from Northe rn Illinois University; 
A.B.D. from Loyola Unive rsity. 
Edward Birch, visiting assistant 
professor of Education. Former posi-
tions: assistant superintendent for 
special education for Grand Rapids 
Public Schools; state directo r of special 
education for State of Michigan; director 
of student se1vices for East Lansing 
Public Schools. Degrees earned : B.A. 
from Western Michigan University; M.A. 
from Western Michigan University; 
Ph.D. from Michigan State University. 
Jennifer Boyers, visiting assistant 
professor of Anthropology and Sociolo-
gy. Former positions: teaching assistant 
at Weste rn Michigan University. Degrees 
earned : B.A. from GVSU; M.A. and 
Ph.D. from Western Michigan Unive rsity. 
Scott Carrol, visiting professor of 
History. Former positions: instructor at 
Xavier University; associate professor at 
Gordon College; director of the Scripto-
rium. Degrees earned: B.A. from 
Temple University; M.A. from Trinity 
Divinity School; Ph .D. from Miami 
University . 
John Crean,Jr. , visiting professor of 
Modern Languages and Literatures . 
Former positions: instructor at Yale 
University; assistant professor at the 
Unive rsity of Wisconsin at Madison; 
professor at the University of Hawaii at 
Manoa. Degrees earned : B.A. from 
College of The Holy Cross; M.A. and 
Ph.D. from Yale University. 
Dori Danko, visiting instructor of 
Accounting and Taxation. Former 
positions: senior audit associate for 
Coopers and Lybrand; controller at 
Sparta foundry . Degrees ea rned: B.S. 
from Michigan State University; M.B.A. 
from GVSU. 
Nominations Sought for 
Distinguished Contribution 
In a Discipline Award 
The Faculty Research and Deve l-
opment Office is requesting nomina-
tions by November 13 for the Distin-
guished Contribution in a Discipline 
recipient. 
Those wishing to nominate a fac-
ulty member are asked to refer to 
pages 66-67 in the 1998-99 Faculty 
Handbook for information on the cri-
teria and process for this award. 
Nominations forms can be obtained 
from the Faculty Research and Devel-
opment office, 201 LMH, x2281. 
Calendar of Events 
General Events 
Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS 
Galle ry Hours: 10 a .m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri., 10 a .m.-7 p.m. 
Thurs. All activities on the Allendale Campus unless 
otherwise noted. 
Tues. , Oct 12-Fri. , Nov. 13 
Gallery hours: Art Exhibit. Kingston Faculty Exhibit. Calder 
Gallery, PAC. 
Mon., Oct. 26 
12 p .m.-2 p.m.: SIS Train ing. 112 HRY. Ca ll x3327 to register. 
Tues., Oct. 27 
12-1:30 p .m.: FTLC Worksho p "Responding to Classroom 
Incivilities." 106 STU. 
8:30-10 p .m.: Health Awareness Series . Pe rsonal Self-Defense 
Workshop. Part 3 of 3. 30 FH. 
Fri. , Oct. 28 
9-10:30 a. m. : FTLC Workshop "Responding to Classroom 
Incivilities." Conference Room , CDC. 
10 a .m.: School of Criminal Justice meeting regard ing Po lice 
Academy entrance processes and state requirements . 
Muskegon Rive r Room, KC. 
12-2 p .m.: Chilean jazz and fusion-folk band workshop, 
Congresso, sponsored by Latin American Studies. CDC. 
Call x3414 fo r more info rmation . 
4-5 p .m.: Career Planning & Counseling Center Seminar. 
"How to Get The re From Here - Planning for Graduate & 
Professional Education. " 204 STU. 
7-9 p.m. Chilean jazz and fusion-folk band concert, Con-
gresso, sponsored by Latin Ame rican Stud ies . Cost $12 
for students/ $15 for general public. Urban Institute for 
Contemporary Art, Grand Rapids. Call x3414 for more 
information. 
Thurs., Oct. 29 
9 a. m. -1 p.m.: Direction Center Workshop "Annual Giving: 
Building a Solid Foundation ." Weste rn Michigan Universi-
ty's Grand Rapids Campus. Cost $50. Call 459-3773 to 
register. 
Across Campus 
continued from page 1 
OEE Receives Grant 
From Grand Rapids Foundation 
The Offi ce for Economic Expansion (OEE) , at the 
Seidman School of Business, received a grant from the 
Grand Rapids Foundation for the OEE Data Center activities . 
The purpose of the grant is to provide the latest information 
on economic trends, competitors and emerging technologies 
to west Michigan nonprofit organizations at no charge. 
10 a.m.-3 p .m.: Study Abroad Fair sponsored by the Office 
of International Affairs. KC. 
3 p.m.: 3rd Annual Walk-a-Thon followed by a Silent 
Auction benefiting the Women's Scholarship Fund. 
Recreation Center, FH. Call x3585 for more information. 
4-5 p.m.: Career Planning & Counseling Center Seminar. 
"Study Skills." 204 STU. 
4-6 p.m.: Aquatic Education Extravaganza sponsored by 
WRI. KC. Call x3048 for more info rmation. 
4 
7 p.m.: Minority Scholarship Jazz/ Blues Concert. Joyce Cobb 
& Butch Mudbone, performers. Cost $35. Tickets avail-
able from Minority Affairs. The BOB, Grand Rapids. 
7:30 p.m.: School of Education lecture series on "Technolo-
gy in the Classroom." Stephen Talbott, lecturer. Second 
fl oor, EC. 
Fri. , Oct. 30 
7:30-9 a .m.: School of Education Fall Lecture series break-
fas t meeting with Stephen Talbott. Second fl oor, EC. 
RSVP to 336-7315. 
12 noon: Arts at Noon Series, Christopher Kantner, flute. CDC. 
Sat. , Oct. 31 
9 a .m.-2 p .m.: High School Visitation Day. Various locations 
on campus. 
11 :30 a .m.: Tailgater sponsored by the University Club . 
Irwin Lot, east of Lubbers Stadium . 
Sports 
Sports Hotline: 895-3800. Game times subject to change. 
Fri. , Oct. 30 
7 p.m.: Volleyball at Lake Superior State University . Sault 
Ste. Marie. 
Sat., Oct. 31 
1 p.m.: Football. University of California, Davis at GVSU. 
1 p.m .: Volleyball at Michigan Technologica l Uni versity. 
Ho ughton. 
1:30 & 2:30 p.m.: Swimming & Diving. GVSU Relays at GVSU. 
Sun., Nov. 1 
1 p.m.: Volleyball at Northern Michigan University. Marquette. 
Prior to 1996, the OEE Data Center functioned witho ut 
charging customers for info rmation requests. According to 
records, requests specifically from nonprofit o rganizations in 
the Kent, Ottawa , Muskegon , and Allegan county region 
dropped significantly. This spurred OEE to request the 
assistance of the Grand Rapids Foundation in an effort to 
assist nonprofit o rgani zations in west Michigan . OEE plans 
to market its free of charge Data Center p roducts to area 
nonprofits this month . 
